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Dear Parents: 
 

Each year, the Arkansas Department of Education publishes a Performance Report of the 

state’s schools. Not to be confused with student report cards, this report provides 
parents and communities with information about each school and district including test 

performance, teacher qualification, retention, discipline and much more. 
 

This report is designed to help open the lines of communication between schools, 
parents and the local community. Parents can use the report when visiting their child’s 

school for conferences and other meetings to ask questions about how well the school is 

performing and what measures are in place for improvement.  
 

We hope the information included in the 2012 Arkansas School Performance Report will 
encourage you to become more involved in your child’s education. When parents are 

partners in their children's education, the results are improved student achievement, 
better school attendance and reduced dropout rates. 

 

If you need additional information about this report, contact your local school 
administrator or visit: 

http://normessasweb.uark.edu/schoolperformance/beta/files/section1.pdf. 
 

Arkansas schools are implementing the Common Core State Standards in grades K-8. Full 
implementation will be in place for all grades in 2014-15. 

 

Common Core is an effort by states to align learning standards across the country. The 
new standards will ensure children — no matter where they live — have the knowledge 

and skills to succeed in college and the workforce. 
 

Arkansas educators have high expectations for the children of this state. Common Core 

will help parents understand exactly what their children need to know. For more 
information, we encourage you to visit http://www.common corearkansas.org/ 

 
 

Tom W. Kimbrell, Ed.D. 
Commissioner of Education 
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HOW TO READ THIS REPORT  

The Arkansas School Performance Report contains valuable information about your child’s school, the district it falls within, as well as state averages and totals.  
Benchmark charts by grade for Arkansas for the past five years start on Page 7. If you would like to see test results for your child’s school, go to: 
http://normessasweb.uark.edu/schoolperformance/ .  

 

The Division of Public School Accountability gathers and publishes information based on legislative mandates. The core of the Arkansas School Performance 
Report consists of specific statistical performance information.  This information is organized into seven essential accountability indicators that all parents need to 
know:  Student Achievement, School Performance, Retention, Safe and Orderly Environment, Teacher Quality, Choice, and School Funding. Definitions for these 
indicators start on Page 3.  
 
The U.S. Department of Education announced on June 29, 2012, that Arkansas has been granted flexibility from some requirements of No Child Left Behind. The 
state’s plan for flexibility under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act runs parallel with the implementation of college and career ready learning standards 
and efforts to strengthen educator evaluation. “With our new system of accountability, support and intervention, we will focus on specific problems unique to each 
public school in Arkansas.” stated Education Commissioner Dr. Tom Kimbrell. For more information, see page 4 of this report or contact John Hoy, Assistant 
Commissioner, Division of Public School Accountability at (501) 682-5891. 

 

NATIONAL EDUCATION NEWSPAPER PLACES STATE’S SYSTEM NEAR THE TOP FOR FOURTH CONSECUTIVE YEAR 
Arkansas’s public education system ranks fifth in the nation according to the January 10, 2013 edition of Education Week’s Quality Counts. “Quality Counts 
validates what we already know: Arkansas’s public school system has effective policies and reforms,” said Education Commissioner Dr. Tom Kimbrell. “But this 
report also confirms we must expect continued improvement in student achievement and seek innovations to expand learning opportunities.” Arkansas earned an 
A in two categories - standards, assessments, and accountability; and transitions and alignment. The state also received a B+ in the teaching profession category. 
Areas for improvement include K-12 achievement and chance for success categories where the state fell just below the national average. The state met the 
national average in school finance. “Governor Mike Beebe, the State Board of Education and the General Assembly have worked to increase the rigor of the 
standards of learning and promote college-and-career readiness,” Kimbrell said. “The results of their efforts are reflected in the findings of Quality Counts. I have 
no doubt as our schools implement these new standards and policies, Arkansas will improve its rankings by closing the gap with the nation in student 
achievement.” For more information, see the Education Week website, www.edweek.org. 
 

Arkansas was among the top 10 states for gains in student achievement from 1992 to 2011, according to a study by policy researchers at Harvard, Stanford and 
Munich universities. The study used information from the National Assessment of Educational Progress. Arkansas achievement over the nineteen year period had 
a gain of 2.65 percent of a standard deviation per year. The national average gain was 1.6 percent of a standard deviation per year. The top four states had gains 
from 3.1 percent to 3.3 percent of a standard deviation per year. The study, “Achievement Growth: International and U.S. State Trends in Student Performance,” 
can be found at hks.harvard.edu/pepg. 
 
According to a report released on June 27, 2012 by the Southern Regional Education Board, the percentage of eighth graders in the state scoring at the basic 
level or above in math rose 12 percentage points to 70 percent between 2003 and 2011. “These gains are an important step forward and confirm that many of the 
policies Arkansas has adopted are making a difference,” SREB President Dave Spence said in a news release. Seth Blomeley, spokesman for the Arkansas 
Department of Education, said the report is “certainly good news, and evidence that a lot of the initiatives we’ve taken are bearing fruit.” The report, “A Decade of 
Progress,” evaluates the improvements states in the 16 SREB member states since the states adopted the organization’s 12 “Challenge to Lead” improvement 
goals in 2002. According to the report, the achievement gap between white and black students in the state in eighth grade math narrowed by 8 percentage points 
since 2003. Information about the gains came from the following website: http://arkansasnews.com/2012/06/27/report-arkansas-making-strides-in-

education/. 

 
The number of Advanced Placement tests in Arkansas increased by 8.6 percent in 2012. The number of tests with scores of 3, 4 or 5 (on a scale of 1 to 5) 
increased by 11.8 percent. “This is great news and evidence that Arkansas students are embracing the rigorous coursework and what it means to be ready for 
college and careers,” said Education Commissioner Dr. Tom Kimbrell. Additional information about Advanced Placement results can be found at 
www.collegeboard.org.  
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UNDERSTANDING THIS REPORT  

 

INDICATOR 1:  STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 
Student achievement is measured by both state and national tests.  Student performance on the Augmented Benchmark, End-of-Course and the Grade 11 Literacy Exams is 

shown by the percent of students scoring at each of the four performance levels, as well as the percent of students scoring at or above Proficient. The standard for 

achievement in Arkansas is Proficient. Brief definitions for each of the four performance levels are listed below: 
 

ADVANCED: Advanced students demonstrate superior performance well beyond proficient grade-level performance.  They can apply Arkansas’s established reading, 

writing, and mathematics skills to solve complex problems and complete demanding tasks on their own.  They can make insightful connections between abstract and concrete 

ideas and provide well-supported explanations and arguments. 
 

PROFICIENT: Proficient students demonstrate solid academic performance for the grade tested and are well prepared for the next level of schooling. They can use 

Arkansas established reading, writing, and mathematics skills and knowledge to solve problems and complete tasks on their own.  Students can tie ideas together and explain 

the ways their ideas are connected. 
 

BASIC: Basic students show substantial skills in reading, writing, and mathematics; however, they only partially demonstrate the abilities to apply these skills. They 

demonstrate a need for some additional assistance, commitment, or study to reach the proficient level. 
 

BELOW BASIC: Below Basic students fail to show sufficient mastery of skills in reading, writing, and mathematics to attain the basic level. 

 

STATE TESTS 
Augmented Benchmark scores for Grades 3-8 are listed for reading/literacy and mathematics.  Grades 5 and 7 also include science. The End-of-Course Exams are 

administered to students at the end of a course to determine whether the student demonstrates attainment of knowledge and skills necessary for mastery of that subject. End-

of-Course Exams are given in algebra I, geometry and biology.  The Grade 11 Literacy Exam is administered to students completing Grade 11. The exam is given in March of 

each year.   

 

NATIONAL TESTS   
Information in the Achievement Section includes the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) in math and literacy for grades 4 and 8. The NAEP test is given 

every other year in Arkansas. The SAT-10 Norm-Referenced Test was combined with state-mandated criterion-referenced testing to form the Augmented Benchmark 

Examinations. A norm-referenced test compares Arkansas’ student performance with the performance of a sample of students from across the country. The results are 

reported by percentile ranging from a low of 1 to a high of 99. The 50th percentile represents the national average, or the point above which half of the national sample 

scored. This figure indicates the average performance. During school year 2009-10 the SAT-10 was used. During school years 2010-11 and 2011-12 the ITBS norm-

referenced test was used. Norm-referenced test scores are shown for grades one through nine. College admission tests include the American College Test (ACT) and SAT. 

The American College Test (ACT) shows the average scores of high school seniors. The ACT score ranges from 1 to 36. Most public colleges and universities in Arkansas 

require the ACT as part of their admissions process. The average scores are listed for mathematics, English, reading and science, as well as an overall composite score. 

Students have more than one opportunity to take the exam. The data reported here are for the best test scores for the students in the graduating class. The Voluntary Universal 

ACT provides an opportunity for all students in grade eleven to take the ACT. Districts may use the National School Lunch Act (NSLA) funds to pay for the test. Some 

students attended the College and Career Readiness Planning Program (CCRPP). CCRPP was used to help students improve their ACT scores and become better prepared for 

college. The number of students taking the SAT college admission test and SAT scores are listed. 

 

Advanced Placement Classes  
These figures indicate the number of students who are enrolled in Advanced Placement (AP) classes, the number of AP exams taken and the number of AP exams with scores 

of three, four or five. AP exams are given at the completion of an AP class. Students must score a three or better in order to be eligible to receive college credit for the course. 

The number of students taking AP only counts a student once even if they are taking multiple AP classes. 

 

Number of Students Taking International Baccalaureate Courses 
The International Baccalaureate Diploma Program is a challenging, high quality, two-year curriculum. It leads to a qualification that is widely recognized by the world’s 

universities. Students completing this program can be awarded the full Diploma of Certificates of Merit in individual subjects. 
3 



 

 

 
 

 
 
  

INDICATOR 2:  SCHOOL PERFORMANCE 
This beginning of this section contains information about how well your child’s school met federal performance standards in school years 2009-10 and 2010-11 under 

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). AYP is defined as the increase in the percentage of students becoming proficient who will move the school toward the goal of 100 

percent proficient by the year 2014. The Federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001 mandated increased accountability for states, school districts, and schools; 

greater choice for parents and students, particularly those attending low-performing schools; more flexibility for school districts and schools in the use of federal 

education dollars; and a stronger emphasis on reading. Aside from the academic performance of a school’s students, a school could be placed in “School Improvement” 

if less than 95 percent of eligible students were tested or the school did not meet the secondary indicator. For elementary and middle schools, the secondary indicator 

was student attendance. At the high school level, the secondary indicator was the graduation rate. A school that did not make AYP could have the “targeted” 

designation if it did not make AYP in 25 percent or fewer groups of students but did meet the goal for combined population. If AYP was not made for combined 

population, the “Whole School” designation was used. 

 

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) of 1965 has been reauthorized seven times, most recently by the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2001. 

According to the United States Department of Education (ED), some components of NCLB identified unrealistic performance and proficiency targets. In September 

2011, the ED announced an opportunity for states to seek a waiver from some specific requirements that were deemed unattainable under this reauthorization.  After 

conversations with stakeholders in Arkansas, the decision was made to participate in the ESEA Flexibility initiative in an effort to help districts manage improvements 

in the schools, make systemic changes to enhance instruction and student achievement while preparing students for college and career readiness.  

 

On June 29, 2012, the Arkansas Department of Education was approved for ESEA Flexibility.  Under the State’s plan, Arkansas elected to set individualized Annual 

Measurable Objectives (AMOs) for each school, district, and the state based on 2011 performance (percent proficient) and growth. The 2010 graduation rate data was 

used to set graduation rate AMOs.  AMOs are yearly targets that each school and district should meet or exceed.  Schools, districts and the state will be held 

accountable for a 50 percent reduction in the proficiency or growth gap, and the graduation rate gap by the year 2017. The proficiency gap is the percentage of students 

not scoring proficient. Growth measures whether or not a student’s scores improve enough for the student to be on track to proficiency by grade 8. The growth gap is 

the percentage of students who met growth subtracted from one hundred. The graduation rate gap is the difference between the graduation rate and one hundred.  

 

To increase the number of schools accountable for students at risk, the Targeted Achievement Gap Group (TAGG) was formed. The TAGG includes students in any or 

all of the following subgroups: economically disadvantaged, English Learners (EL), and Students with Disabilities (SWD). Under NCLB, a school’s accountability 

status was not determined by the scores of student groups with less than 40 students. Under Flexibility, accountability status can be determined by the scores of student 

groups with as few as 25 students. 

 

Under Flexibility, every Arkansas school has been identified as one of the following: Achieving, Exemplary, Needs Improvement, Needs Improvement Focus or Needs 

Improvement Priority. A description of each classification is stated below: 

 

 To be classified as Achieving, the school and district are accountable for meeting performance AMOs or growth AMOs for both math and 

literacy for All Students and the TAGG. In addition, they must test at least 95 percent of their students. High schools must also meet graduation 

rate AMOs for All Students and the TAGG. 

 An Exemplary school based on performance is ranked in the top of its range and the scores were at or above the 99
th
 percentile for grades K-5 

or the 95
th
 percentile for grades 6-8 and 9-12. Exemplary performance used test results to calculate a three-year weighted average percentage of 

students proficient for math and literacy combined for 2009 through 2011. A school can also be identified as Exemplary based on high 

progress, high TAGG performance or high TAGG progress. Progress was determined by comparing the three-year weighted average percent 

proficient for 2008 through 2010 to the three-year weighted average percent proficient for 2009 through 2011. 

 A Needs Improvement school tests less than 95 percent of its students or has proficiency and growth less than the AMOs for All Students or 

TAGG or has graduation rates less than the AMOs for All Students or TAGG. 
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 Needs Improvement Focus schools include ten percent of Title I schools with the largest achievement gaps between TAGG and non-TAGG 

students. Non-Title I schools with the same achievement gaps as the selected Title I schools are also included in the Needs Improvement Focus 

schools group. Focus school calculations were based on 2009 through 2011 data. 

 Priority schools include five percent of the lowest performing Title I schools based on 2009 through 2011 data. Non-Title I schools with 

commensurate low performance are also included in the Needs Improvement Priority group. 

 If a school meets its AMOs for two consecutive years and follows its improvement plans, it becomes eligible to exit the Needs Improvement 

Focus or Needs Improvement Priority school status. 

 Flexibility will be in place through the 2012-13 and 2013-14 school years unless ESEA is reauthorized. States may be given Flexibility plan 

extensions after 2013-14.  

 Arkansas’s Flexibility eliminates unrealistic performance and proficiency targets while emphasizing success for all students.  It sets new and 

ambitious but achievable annual targets toward specific goals for the State, districts, schools, and student groups. Its effectiveness will better 

prepare students for career and college readiness.  
 
The Annual School Performance Rating System is based on augmented benchmark scores for grades 3-8, End-of-Course Algebra, End-of-Course Geometry, and 

Grade 11 Literacy Exams. School ratings include two categories: gains or improvement (changes in student performance across two adjacent years) and status (student 

performance from one year). 

 

 Next in this section is district compliance with the requirement to provide textbooks or digital resources for all pupils.  

 

Parents should also pay close attention to district and school compliance with the standards for accreditation status. This annual accreditation status lets you know if 

your child’s school is fully accredited by the State Board of Education. Accredited-Cited status is assigned for teacher licensure deficiencies, improper class sizes caused 

by population shifts, and failure to provide required reports. Probationary status can be assigned for failure to correct a cited violation by the given deadline, improper 

class sizes not caused by population shifts, failure to teach required courses or align courses with content standards, teacher licensure deficiencies, failure to employ the 

required staff, lack of required written policies, failure to file an Equity Compliance Report, and failure to provide the required guidance, health, media, special 

education, or gifted and talented programs. 

 

The attendance rate indicates the average percentage of students attending school each day. The dropout rate is the percentage of students dropping out of school in 

Grades 7-12 from October 1 of one school year to September 30 of the next. One of the mandates of NCLB requires that students who enter a GED program are 

considered as dropout students.  

 

The four-year adjusted cohort graduation rate shows the percentages for subgroups that graduate in four years or less. This is the number of cohort members who 

earned a regular high school diploma through the summer of 2012 divided by the number of first-time ninth graders in fall of 2008 (starting cohort) plus students who 

transfer in, minus students who transfer out, emigrate, or die during school years 2008-09, 2009-10, 2010-11, 2011-12, and through the summer of 2012. The grade 

inflation rate reports the statistical gap between actual grades assigned for core classes at the high school level and student performance on End-of-Course Exams. The 

college remediation rate is the percentage of incoming college freshmen that would have to take a remedial course or courses at an Arkansas college or university 

based on their performance on the mathematics and English sections of the ACT. Enrollment or number of students enrolled on October 1 is listed next. 



 
  

 

INDICATOR 3:  RETENTION 
This section includes the numbers and percentages of students retained for Grades 1-8. These are students that, for academic reasons, are returning to the same grade 

rather than advancing to the next. 

 

INDICATOR 4:  SAFE AND ORDERLY ENVIRONMENT 
This information indicates whether the school’s discipline policy has been distributed to parents and whether the school’s staff has received discipline policy training. 

Another notation in this section indicates whether a school has adopted a parental involvement plan.  The district’s Alternative Learning Environment (ALE) compliance 

status indicates if the ALE is conducive to learning, and provides intervention services designed to address individual needs of students. The number shown for 

expulsions indicates the percentage of students who have been expelled from school during the school year.  The next numbers indicate the percentage of school-related 

weapon or assault incidents involving students that occurred at the school. 

 
INDICATOR 5:  TEACHER QUALITY 
The first number indicates the percentage of teachers at the school who have a valid Arkansas teaching license and teach in the area(s) for which they hold the license. 

When schools employ teachers for more than 30 days who are not fully qualified (licensed), the schools are required to request a waiver from the State Board of 

Education to continue to employ those teachers. The Percent of teachers teaching out of area represents the number of waivers divided by the number of certified 

(licensed) staff. This category also shows the percentage of teachers who have a bachelor’s degree, a master’s degree, or an advanced degree. Percent of (Core 

Academic) Classes Not Taught by Highly Qualified Teachers is divided into three sections. The first section has information for high poverty schools – the top 25 

percent (having the most students receiving free and reduced-price lunches). The second section is for low poverty schools – the lowest 25 percent (having the fewest 

students receiving free and reduced-price lunches). The third section is an aggregate of all economic levels. Highly Qualified Teachers have at least a bachelor’s degree, 

are licensed and demonstrate content knowledge in their subject area(s). The School Board Training section lists the School District Board of Directors and the hours of 

training and instruction they have received in school-related topics.  
 

 

INDICATOR 6:  CHOICE 
This number indicates the percentage of students who reside in another district, but are attending this school as part of the Arkansas Public School Choice Act.  

 

NDICATORI  :  CHO7 S OL FUNDING 
This section covers the money going into and out of your child’s school, including average spent per student and average teacher salary for those holding a teaching 

license. The district’s millage rate is the tax rate approved for the district by the voters in the last annual school election and is referred to on the chart as “Mills Voted.” 

The total expenditures for the school and district reflect all the money that was spent for the year, including extracurricular expenses that are not part of the required 

curriculum. Capital expenditures are for land, buildings, vehicles and equipment that should last more than a year. Debt service expenditures are for payment of principal 

and interest on long-term debt. Also included in this section is the percentage of students at the school eligible to receive free and reduced-price meals. 
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